Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
The Theolog

Western Theological Seminary Collections

1941

The Theolog, Volume 14, Number 1: February 1941
Western Theological Seminary

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/wts_theolog
Part of the Christianity Commons

Recommended Citation
Western Theological Seminary, "The Theolog, Volume 14, Number 1: February 1941" (1941). The Theolog.
20.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/wts_theolog/20

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Western Theological Seminary Collections at Hope
College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Theolog by an authorized administrator of
Hope College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

13:-

1
Vol. 14 —

FEBRUARY, 1941

— No. 1

I
m
CATALOG

1

1940 —

1941

1
$2

1
is

i

33

H
m

m

PUBLISHED BY

The Western Theological Seminary
of the

Reformed Church

in

America

HOLLAND, MICHIGAN

m
m
m

W estern
Theological Seminary
— OF THE

—

REFORMED CHURCH

IN

AMERICA

CATALOG
1940

—

1941

HOLLAND, MICHIGAN

2

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

INDEX
Board of

Trustees __________________ 5

Buildings and Equipment ___________ 19
Calendar __________________________ 4
Committees ________________________ 6
Conditions of Entrance _____________15
Degrees ___________________________18
Description of Courses _____________21
Dormitory _____ _ ___________________19
Endowment ________________________19
Examinations______________________16
Executive Committee _______________ 6
Faculty, The ______________________ 7
History ___________________________14
History of Each Department ________ 8
Lectures __________________________12
Prizes _____________________________
18
Scholarship,Degrees _______________17
Seminary Extension Work __________ 19
Seminary Regulations ______________15
Special Students -------------------15
Stipends,Fees _____________________17
Student Activities -----------------20
Students of the Seminary __________ 9

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

4

SEMINARY CALENDAR
1940

September 18, 2

p.m.

September 19, 10
September 20, 8

— Entrance examinations.

a.m.

a.m.

— Opening exercises.

— Lectures begin.

November

21-23

— Thanksgiving recess.

December

16-20

— First semester examinations.

December

20, noon — -Christmas vacation begins.

1941

January 7, 8

— Lectures resumed.

a.m.

May

13

— Board of Superintendentsmeets.

May

14

— Commencement.

SUMMER VACATION
September 17, 2

p.m.

September 18, 10
September 19, 8

— Entrance examinations.

a.m.

a.m.

— Opening exercises.

— Lectures begin.

November

20-22

— Thanksgiving recess.

December

15-19

— First semester examinations.

December

19, noon — Christmas vacation begins.

1942

January 6, 8

May
May

a.m.

— Christmas vacation ends.

12

— Board of Superintendents meets.

13

— Commencement.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

5
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THE
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THE
THE

REV. M. WEELDREYER ____________________President
REV. HENRY SLUYTER. D.D.* _________ Vice-President
REV. JOHN BOVENKERK ___________________Secretary
REV. EDWARD D. DIMNENT, Litt.D --------- Treasurer

MEMBERS
Ex-Officio

PRES. J. VANDER MEULEN, D.D _________________
President
PRES. W. WICHERS, LL.D ________ President of Hope College
PRES. IRWIN LUBBERS, Ph.D.__Presidentof Central College

REV.

EDWARD

DIMNENT,

D.

Litt.D.

Treasurer of Board of Trustees

From the Synod
REV.

G. J.

of
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NEW STUDENTS
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REV. H. HUENEMANN, D.D., General Chairman
I. Rev. Henry Sluyter, D.D., and Rev. Calvin C. Meury.
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THE FACULTY
The REV. JACOB

VANDER MEULEN, A.M., D.D.

President
Mr. and Mrs. A. Biemolt Professor of New TestamentLanguage
and Literature
29 East Sixteenth Street

The REV. EVERT J. BLEKKINK, D.D.
Emeritus Professor of Systematic Theology
303 College Avenue
The REV. ALBERTUS PIETERS, D.D.
Emeritus Professor of Bible and Missions
Librarian
44 East Fifteenth Street
The REV. JOHN R. MULDER, A.M., D.D.
Albertus C. Van Raalte Professor of Systematic Theology
Secretary of the Faculty
80 West Sixteenth Street
The REV. SIMON BLOCKER, A.M., D.D.
Professor of PracticalTheology
In charge of Student Preaching
36 West Twelfth Street

GEORGE H. MENNENGA, M.A., Th.M.
Dosker-Hulswit Lector of Bible and Missions
186 West Twelfth Street

The REV.

The REV. LESTER J. KUYPER, Th.D.
CornelisVan der Meulen Lector of Old Testament
Language and Literature
79 West Seventeenth Street
The REV. WILLIAM GOULOOZE, Th.B., Doctorandus
James A. H. Cornell Lector of Historical Theology
54 East Fifteenth Street

SUPT. OF BUILDING
L.

AND GROUNDS

GOULOOZE

151 East Fourteenth Street
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HISTORY OF THE INCUMBENCY OF EACH
CHAIR IN THE FACULTY
Chair of Systematic Theology
Rev. N. M. Steffens, D.D ________________________1884-1895
Rev. Egbert Winter, D.D ________________________
1895-1904
Rev. Gerrit H. Dubbink, D.D _____________________
1904-1910
Rev. N. M. Steffens, D.D ________________________1911-1912
Rev. E. J. Blekkink, D.D ________________________
1912-1928
Rev. John E. Kuizenga, D.D _____________________
1928-1930
Rev. Winfield Burggraaff, Th.D., Lector ---------- 1931-1934
Rev. John R. Mulder, D.D _______________________
1936Chair of Biblical Languages and Literature
Rev. J. W. Beardslee,D.D ----------------------1888-1913
Chair of Old Testament Language and Literature
Rev. J. W. Beardslee, D.D ----------------------1913-1917
Rev. Henry Hospers, D.D -----------------------1917-1937
Rev. Lester J. Kuyper, Th.D., Lector ------------1939Chair of Historical Theology
Rev. Henry E. Dosker, D.D ______________________
1894-1903
Rev. N. M. Steffens, D.D -----------------------1903-1911
Rev. Matthew Kolyn, D.D. ______________________1911-1918
Rev. S. C. Nettinga, D.D ------------------------1918-1938
Rev. William Goulooze, Th.B., Lector ------------1939Chair of PracticalTheology
Rev. James F. Zwemer, D.D --------------------1907-1916
Rev. John E. Kuizenga, D.D --------------------1916-1928
Rev. John R. Mulder, D.D. ----------------------1928-1936
Rev. Simon Blocker, D.D -----------------------1936Chair of New Testament Language and Literature
Rev. John W. Beardslee,Jr., Ph.D ------- --------- 1913-1917
Rev. Jacob Vander Meulen, D.D -----------------1920Chair of English Bible and Missions
Rev. Albertus Pieters, D.D. ---------------------1926-1939
Rev. George H. Mennenga, M.A., Th.M., Lector --- 1939-
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STUDENTS OF THE SEMINARY
SENIOR CLASS
Henry

J.

Beukema, A.B ----------------------Blue
Hope College, 1938

Island,

111.

Morris Gerald Folkert,A.B. ___________________Holland, Mich.
Hope College, 1938

Kenneth H. Hesselink,A.B --------------------Oostburg, Wis.
Hope College, 1938
Willard G. Meengs, A.B ________________________
Holland, Mich.
Hope College, 1933

Ralph M. Menning,

A.B ----------------------------Pella, la.
Central College, 1938

Adrian J. Newhouse, A.B --------------------Plainwell, Mich.
Hope College, 1938

Eugene Osterhaven, A.B -----------------Grand Rapids, Mich.
Hope College, 1937
J. Robert Steegstra,A.B. ----------------Grand Rapids, Mich.

Calvin College, 1938

Henry Vande Brake,
Benjamin Ver

A.B --------------------Sioux Center, la.
Hope College, 1938

Steeg, A.B --------------------Orange City, la.
Hope College, 1938
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MIDDLE CLASS
John Benes.

A.B ______________________________
De Motte, Ind.

Central College, 1939
William H. Bos, A.B ________________________
Muskegon, Mich.
Wheaton College, 1939

Henry Bovendam, A.B ------------------------Lynden, Wash.
Hope College, 1939
Francis C. Dykstra, A.B -----------------------Danforth, 111.
Central College, 1939
Charles Dumville, A.B _________________________
Holland, Mich.
Hope College, 1939
John W. Hoksbergen, A.B ______________________
Holland, Mich.
Central College, 1933
Oscar Jelsma, A.B _______________________
Grand Rapids, Mich.
Calvin College, 1932

Vernon H. Kooy,

A.B ____________________________
Lansing,

111.

Central College, 1939
Harold Leestma, A.B -------------------Grand Rapids, Mich.
Hope College, 1939
Daniel O. Reeverts, A.B -------------------------Oregon,
Central College, 1939

111.

Cornelius G. Reynen, A.B ------------------Hollandale,Minn.
Central College, 1939
William H. Rosenberg, A.B -----------------------Byron,
Central College, 1939

111.

Henry Ten Clay, A.B _________________________
Westfield, N. D.
Central College, 1939
Willis N. Zenk, A.B ______________________________
Chicago, 111.

Rutgers College, 1939
Junior Year at New Brunswick
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JUNIOR CLASS
Raymond Denekas,

A.B ------------------German Valley, 111.

Central College, 1940

Henry Mouw,

A.B --------------------------Orange City, la.

Hope

College, 1940

Chester Postma, A.B ----------------------Hudsonville,Mich.
Hope College, 1940

Herman

R. Rosenberg, A.B -----------------------Byron,
Central College, 1940

111.

Henry Rozendal, B.S ----------------------------Volga, S. D.
South Dakota State College, 1940
Albert Van Dyk, A.B ---------------------------Chicago, 111.
Hope College, 1940
Garold Van Engen, A.B ----------------------Panama, Nebr.
Central College, 1940
Joseph Van Roekel, A.B ----------------------Armour, S. D.
Central College, 1940

SPECIAL STUDENTS
Mr. Albert Van Dyk _________________________
Gardenia, Calif.
Mrs. Cornelius G. Reynen __________________Hollandale,Minn.
Mrs. William H. Rosenberg ________________________Byron, 111.

SUMMARY
Special Students ________________________________________3
Senior Class ____________________________________________
10
Middle Class ____________________________________________
14
Junior Class ____________________________________________8
Total Attendance _______________________________
35
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SPECIAL LECTURES
On the John

S.

Bussing Foundation

The John S. Bussing Lectureship is made possibleby the
legacy of $20,000 given by the late Mary Bussing of New York
City with the stipulation that the income from the Fund shall
be used to provide annual series of Lectures relating to Domestic Missions.

The Rev. Lynn Harold Hough, D.D.
Drew TheologicalSeminary, Madison, N. J.
The Stabilities of Religion in an Unstable World.
Relationshipof Theology to Life.

Hopes Which Carry Their Own Death Warrant.
An Intellectual Pattern for the ChristianMan.
Escape

From

the Flatlands.

The Rev. B. D. Dykstra
Orange City, la.
‘‘A Moral Interpretationof the Universe."
The Rev. William Shriver, D.D.
National Missions Council, Pres. U.S.A.
A series of five lectures on subjectsto be announced.
The Rev. Frederick Zimmerman, D.D.
Sec. Board Domestic Missions,R.C.A.

A

series of five lectures on subjectsto be announced.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
HISTORY
Theological instruction“in the West’’ began in 1836 when
General Synod responded favorably to the petition of members
of the first graduating class of Hope College that they be
allowed to continue to work in Hope College in preparation for
the ministry in the Reformed Church in America. So Western
Theological Seminary began its life really as a Theological
Department of Hope College. In 1867 the Rev. Cornelius E.
Crispellwas elected to serve as Professor of Didactic and
Polemic Theology.With the help of other professors in the
College theologicalstudies were carried on until 1877, when
theological instruction “in the West” was discontinued.

was necessary to resume
men for the ministry of the growing Western
section of the Reformed Church. By action of General Synod
the Seminary was separated from the College, and given a
separate institutional life, under its present name. The Rev.
Nicholas M. Steffens, D.D., was elected Professor of Didactic
In 1884, however, it was felt that it

the preparationof

and Polemic Theology, and the Rev. Peter Moerdyke, D.D., and
the Rev. Henry Dosker, D.D., served as temporary lectors in
other branches of Theological curriculum.Such were the
humble beginnings of our Seminary. It is interesting to note
that its early attachment to Hope College still lingers so that
occasionally, even now, the Seminary is spoken of as “Hope
Seminary”.
Gradually, as the churches increased in strength and as
finances seemed to warrant, the Faculty was increased,until
the one original department found itself surrounded with others
to make the present six fully established departments of training. Today Western Theological Seminary is completely
equipped to prepare men for the Gospel ministry in the Reformed Church in America.

Western Theological Seminary is distinctly an institution
of the Reformed Church. Its Board of Superintendents is
created by General Synod to administer the affairs of the Seminary. The General Synod itself prescribes the courses to be
taught, and elects the professors who serve on the Faculty. The
Faculty members are committedto the Reformed point of view
in their teaching, each one of them, upon induction into his
professorate,having accepted the Standards of the Reformed
Church.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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SEMINARY REGULATIONS
Conditionsof Entrance. — Every applicant is required to present
a testimonial of church membership, and one of literary qualifications. Graduates of a college of recognized standing,whose
course of study includes a sufficient amount of Greek, Latin,
Philosophy and Psychology, will be admitted upon presentation
of the usual credentials, consistingof a statement of credits
and the diploma.

The requirements of the Constitutionin regard to students
preparing for the ministry in the Reformed Church are as
follows

:

“Any member of a Reformed Church who contemplates entering the work of the ministry shall furnish
to one of the theological schools satisfactory evidence
of his being a member of the Church in full com-

munion and in good standing, and of his piety, ability,
and literary attainments,before he begins his course
of theological studies.He shall thereupon be admitted into the school and during the prosecutionof his
studies there shall be subject to its rules and regulations. When he shall have completed the prescribed
course of theological studies, he shall be admitted to
an examination according to the regulationsof the
school as establishedby the General Synod, and, if
found qualified,shall receive a professorial certificate
which shall entitle him to examination for licensure
by the Classis to which the church belongs of which
he was a member when he entered upon his theological studies.”Constitution, Art. II, Sec. 9.

The Board of Superintendents receives applicants for the
next school year at its Spring session in May. Such as cannot
meet the full Board in the Spring are permitted to appear
before a speciallyappointed Committee on the Reception of
Students on the day before the opening of the Seminary in
September.
Special Students. —

From

time to time there are those who wish

to avail themselves of the opportunitiesthe

Seminary offers for

pursuit of some special study, or for attendance upon the regular work of the Seminary. Such persons do not, however, have
the ministry of the Reformed Church in view as their objective.
It is even conceivablethat some such are not members within
the Reformed Church. If they take the prescribedwork of a
course, they are welcome to the credits they can accumulate at

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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our Seminary. There is no discriminationin the fellowshipor
in the opportunitiesoffered.Such persons are called “Special
Students” merely because they are not looking forward to the
ProfessorialCertificate granted all regular students upon completion of the full Seminary course.
Attendance. — It is expected that every student will be present
punctually at the daily chapel service, at all the class exercises,
and at all other regular appointmentsof the Seminary.
Students who find it necessary to be absent from any Seminary
exerciseare expected to obtain permission from the President
for such absence.

Examinations.— Examinationsare held at the close of each
semester. Those at the close of the first semester are written,
graded by the professorsin charge, and sent to the Committee
on Examinations of the Board of Superintendents as an exhibition of the work done in the school. Examinationsat the end
of the second semester may be merely oral before committees
of the Board, or written in additionto the oral examination, at
the option of the professorin charge.
is

Students whose work in any departmentfor any semester
incomplete will come under the followingFaculty rules:

Any grade of Incompletereceived in any course
must be removed within one month. Its removal
gives the student only a passing grade in the course.

Any

student who receives such an Incompleteis
automaticallydebarred from candidacy for the Th.B.
degree. Any Incomplete not removed in the allotted
time shall debar the student from candidacy for the
ProfessorialCertificate, unless special compensatory
work is done. Cases of illness,or other unforeseen
circumstances,shall be under the final disposition of
the Faculty.
Regular reports are sent to the students at the end of each
semester.
Student Preaching. — All student preaching is under the superThe Board of Superintendents has ruled
that no Junior is permitted to accept an invitation to supply a
pulpit. Preaching assignmentsare therefore limited to the
members of the Middle and Senior Classes. At the request of
the Faculty, the Professor of Practical Theology administers
the matter of student assignments throughout the school year.
During vacationsstudents of these two classes are permitted to
vision of the Faculty.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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their own pulpit arrangements.Juniors,at the conclu-

sion of their first year, have that

same

privilege.

The Seminary rules do not allow any student to have charge
of a church regularly.It is felt that the duties of church life
and work interfere so much with the demands of school that it
is impossible to do justice to school work while carrying the
work of a church regularly.
any
The Seminary does, however, require a matriculationfee

Stipends, Fees, Scholarship. — There are no tuition fees of
sort.

of five dollars of all entering students, and an incidental fee of

from every student enrolled. These fees are to be
paid at the beginning of each school year.
five dollars

Room rent in the dormitory, Zwemer Hall, has been set at
$60 for the school year for all Seminary men.
The Seminary has a small fund at its disposal, from which
needy students may have allowances made according to their
needs and circumstances. Stipends for support while in the
Seminary may also be obtained from the Board of Education,
25 East 22nd St., New York City. These stipendsare, however,
allowed only to students of the Reformed Church in America
who meet the scholastic and other requirements of the Board.
Note: It is a rule of the Board of Education that all who
purpose to apply for entrance in the Seminary in September,
and who seek financial aid from this Board, shall make application for such aid not later than the 15th of June preceding
entrance into the Seminary. Aid for later applicantswill not
begin before the opening of the Second Semester.

SCHOLARSHIP, DEGREES, PRIZES
Every possible effort is made to hold the scholarshipof the
Seminary up to the highest standards. Students must have,
not only a four-year College degree from a College of recognized standing,but also those mental qualities that show them
able to do the work required by the Seminary. Work in the
class room is carried on by a variety of methods — textbook,
syllabuswith Library references, mimeographed texts prepared
by professors, discussion, informal and formal lecture, reports,
essays, and seminar. Constantly the professorsmake conscious
effort to arouse the students to a willingnessto discuss the
problems in hand.
All studentswho are graduated from the regular course are
diploma. Students
who hold the degree of A.B., or the equivalent thereof, will
entitled to the ProfessorialCertificate, or

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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receive, in addition to the ProfessorialCertificate, the degree
of B.D., provided they
1

meet the following conditions:

The average academic record in any one of the semes-

—

ters of the Middle and Senior years

may

not fall below 85 per

cent.
2
Candidates must pass successfullyan oral examination
before the Faculty. The purpose of this examination is to test
the Student’s acquaintance with the original languages of the
Scripture,and his general knowledge and maturity of judgment in the field of theological training.
—

3

—

Applications for oral examination for the B.D. degree

must be made by January 15th, and the examination
must be held on some date before April 15th of the school

itself

year.

4
Credit for work done in other Seminaries of recognized
standing will be given provided such credits are presented to
the Faculty and are found to be of the required grade for the
degree. Candidates are required to spend at least their last
year of preparation at this Seminary to qualify for the degree.
—

Through the generosity of the Rev. George Nathan Makely
sum of $5000 was set aside with the stipulation that the annual interest on this fund was to provide a
series of prizes. By Faculty decision, with the approval of the
of Albany, N. Y., the

donor, these prizes have been arranged as follows:

1. For the best Sermon Content, interest on

$1,000, to

constitute a First and a Second Prize. Limited to Seniors.

2. For the

best

Sermon

Delivery, interest on $1,000, to

constitute a First and a Second Prize. Limited to Seniors.

3. For the best Examinationin Old Testament Language and Literature,interest on $1,000, to constitutea
First and a Second Prize. Limited to Juniors.

4. For the best Examination in Greek, interest on
$1,000, to constitutea First and a Second Prize. Limited
to Middlers.

5. For the best Thesis on a Subject Relating to Systematic Theology, interest on $1,000, to constitutea First
and a Second Prize. Limited to Seniors.
The subjectsproposed are:
For 1940-41 — “Barthianism and Calvinism.”
For 1941-42 — “Modern Humanism.”
For 1942-43 — “Prophetism and Revelation.”
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SEMINARY EXTENSION WORK
Lectures and Addresses.— In order that the Seminary
may be as useful to the church as possible, the members of the
Faculty are ready to give lectures or addresses in the churches
desiring such services, in line with their respective departments
and in so far as it is consistentwith their work in the classroom. Arrangement for such servicescan be made with the
particularProfessor desired.

BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT
Beardslee Library. — Comfortable referenceand reading
rooms. Current theologicalmagazines and leading Christian
weeklies. A card catalog covers both authors and titles; with
subject and periodical index.

The library has an endowment of a little over $6,000, yielding an annual income of $200 which is supplemented by contributions from the churches, amounting last year to about $600.
It is very important that this should be increased to a sum
adequate for the employment of a professionallibrarian.
Upwards
Semelink
able chapel,

of 18,000 volumes are
Hall.

now upon the

shelves.

— Contains five lecture rooms, and a comfort-

named “The Nettinga Memorial Chapel.”

The Dormitory.— Zwemer Hall is a modern building of brick,
oak throughout. Thirty of its fifty-six rooms have
hot and cold water in each room, and there are commodious
bathing facilitieson each floor. Rooms are furnished save for
comforters,sheets, pillow cases and towels.
finished in

At the end of each year students in the Senior and Middle
Classes cast lots for rooms. Rooms are assigned to the members of the new Junior Class in order of application.
Heating Plant. — A central heating plant furnishes steam
heat to all the buildings.Every effort is made to keep all the
buildings perfectly comfortable. The plant is fully adequate to
its purpose.

ENDOWMENT
While the Endowment of the Western TheologicalSeminary
has been growing steadily through the years, it can supply only
about half as much as is needed each year. The Seminary is
therefore directly dependent upon the liberality of the churches
which it seeks to serve.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
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Our Board of Trustees is incorporated and funds, whether
for special objects, endowment, or current expenses, may be
sent direct to Dr. E. D. Dimnent, Treasurer. Any funds sent to
the Board of Education, 25 East 22nd St., New York City, or
to the Board of Direction of the General Synod, 25 East 22nd
St., New York City, should be carefully designatedas being for
the Western TheologicalSeminary.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
A

prayer meeting is held by the students each
week. A daily devotionalservice is held before the work of the
school day begins. These exercisesare held in the Seminary
Chapel with a Faculty member, or some visiting clergyman, or
one of the students in charge. Often, in addition to these meetings, group student meetings are arranged. Students are
encouraged to discuss personal difficulties with their professors,
and the class room work in every department is held as closely
as possibleto the actual experiences of religious life. In this
way every effort is made to help the students keep the tone of
their religious life strong and true. Students of the Seminary
often share also in the religious activities of Hope College.
Religious.—

— There are tennis courts on the Seminary Campus
them. Opportunity for Gymnasium
work and Basketball has generally been possibleby the kind
co-operationof the Hope College authorities.
Athletic.

for those who desire to use

Social. — Dormitory life in Zwemer Hall gives a great deal
of opportunity for good fellowshipand sociability among the
students. It also affords opportunity for initiative among the
students, for all dormitory matters are managed by the students
themselves, under the supervisionof a Faculty member,

At the beginning of each year the Faculty receptionis held.
this function the students,their lady friends, members of
the College Faculty, and local ministers,are invited.Toward
the end of each school year the students arrange a reception
which becomes the gala social event of the school year.

To

The Adelphic Society.— Students and Faculty meet every
Tuesday evening for one hour for devotions,papers, debates,
with discussionand musical numbers interspersedin the programs for variety and interest. Generally these meetings are
held in the reception rooms of Zwemer Hall, but occasionally
the entire Society is invited to the home of one of the professors.
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DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
OLD

TESTAMENT

Dr. Kuyper

Hebrew. The Text used is Davidson’s
Hebrew Grammar. By translating and writing the

O.T.l. Elements of

Hebrew, the student acquires a reading and a working
knowledge of the Old Testament original.Selected portions of the Pentateuchand Samuel will be read and
translatedin order to become familiarwith the style and
idiom of the language. Certain portions will be memorised to give the student ease and confidence in reading
Hebrew.
For Juniors. Two hours a week. First and second semesters.

O.T.2. Introduction to Semitic Writing and Alphabet. The
purpose is to learn the backgroundof the Hebrew alphabet and writing. Archaeologicaldiscoveries bearing upon
the Old Testament text are given due consideration.A
study is also made of the Semitic origins and of the relationshipsof the Hebrews with contemporaneouspeoples.
For Juniors. One hour a week. First and second semesters.

O.T.3. IntertestamentaryPeriod. This course covers: a survey
Of the history of Judaism, a study in the institutional religious life of the Jews and an introductionto the literature and doctrines of this period.
For Juniors. One hour a week. Second semester.
O.T.4. Exegetical Studies in the Prophets. Outstanding passages are studied in the Hebrew in order to appreciate the
prophets’ mind and message. Two purposes are dominant: to learn the doctrinesof the prophets and to make
the prophetic teachings readily available in the active
pastorate.

For Middlers. Two hours a week, throughout the year.
O.T.5. Introductionto the Old Testament. This includes lectures on the canon, the Pentateuch, the prophets and the
writings. Special attention is given those books having
critical problems.
For Middlers. One hour a week. First semester.
O.T.6. Social and ReligiousInstitutions of the Old Testament.
Seminar course. Each student is assigned a subject in this
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field which he presents to the class for careful analysis.

For Middlers. One hour a week. Second semester.
O.T.8. Doctrinal Exegesis of the Psalms. The principaldoctrines of the Psalter are studied from selected passages
assigned for translation.Attention is called to the New
Testamentuse of the Psalms.
For Seniors. Two hours a week. First semester.
O.T.9. Doctrinal Study of the Wisdom Literature in Job,
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.These studies are made from
translations of selected passages with the purposes of determining their place in the Old Testament revelation.
Comparisons and contrasts are made with apocryphal
literature.

For Seniors. Two hours a week. Second semester.
O.T.IO. Old Testament Theology. Seminar course. Each student
is assigned a doctrineof the Old Testament for study, and
for the preparation of a paper which he presents to the
class. This doctrineis carefully analyzed and established
on the Old Testamentrevelation so that the students may
have a working knowledgeof Old Testament Theology.
For Seniors. One hour a week. Second semester.

NEW TESTAMENT
Dr.
N.T.l.

Van

der

Meulen

— Language of the New Testament,The purpose of this
course is to acquaint students with the history and characteristics of the Language of the New Testament. It
includes a study of the manuscripts, the printed Greek
New Testament and the various English Versions. The
instructor’s “Familiar Talks with Students of the Greek
New Testament” is used as a text book.
For Juniors. Three hours a week, six weeks. First
semester.

N.T.2. A Grammatical Study. Early chapters of the Gospel
according to Mark.
For Juniors. Three hours a week, six weeks. First
semester.

N.T.3. Introduction to the Writings of the New Testament.
Canonicity, authorship, integrity,date and purpose of
each book carefully considered.
For Juniors. Three hours a week, six weeks. Second
semester.
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N.T.4. Grammatical Study. Selected portions of Gospels

of

Mark

and Luke.
For Juniors. Three hours a week, eight weeks. Second
semester.

N.T.5. A Study in Hermeneutics.Instruction by oral and
mimeographed lectures.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, six weeks. First
semester.

N.T.6. Exegetical Study of Paul’s Letter to the Galatians.
Reading and Interpretationof the Greek text.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, six weeks. First
semester.

N.T.7. Exegetical Study

of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.
For Middlers. Three hours a week. Second semester.

N.T.8. The Gospel according to John. A Study in Higher
Criticism;mimeographed lectures.
For Seniors. Three hours a week, six weeks. First
semester.

N.T.9. Selected portions of the Gospel accordingto John
studied 'grammatically and exegetically.

For

Seniors. Three hours
semester.

a week, six weeks.

First

N.T.10. The Epistle to the Hebrews. Canonicity,Authorship,
Destination and Purpose receive careful attention. Instructor’s “Introductionto the Study of the Epistle to the

Hebrews” is supplementedby oral lectures. The Greek
text is studied grammatically and exegetically.
For Seniors. Two hours a week. Second semester.

CHURCH HISTORY
Professor Goulooze
General Requirements for All History Courses
Recitation on mimeographed lectures prepared by the instructor is required of the student in daily class work. This
includes oral and written analysisby the student of all principal characters and movements as found in Church History.
These are discussed in the class room, analysed and summarized by the instructor.

Supplementaryoral lecturesare given in class in addition
mimeographed notes. These are discussed and together
with the mimeographed lectures are covered by tests held

to the

regularly.
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Collateral reading is required by assignment. This must be
in summary outline form and with analysisof

handed in both
material.

A Term paper and an Open Forum paper are required of
each student on assigned subjects each year. The latter are
read and discussed in class. They are contested by two assigned student critics and the instructor.

Each student is required to prepare a HistoricalFile of
clippings, articles, citations and references. This pertains to
all three classes so that the student will have the filing habit

and a good workable

file when

he graduates.

Ch.l. The Preparatory Age. This course serves as an introduction to the entire field of Church History. Definitions,
relationships to other sciences, sources,and the relation
of Israel to the church are studied. A Pre-view of all of
Church History is given so the student may learn to anticipate and correlate.

For Juniors. Three hours a week, seven weeks.

First

semester.

Ch.H.2 The Apostolic Age. The early Church in its organization, growth, institutions, problems, persecutions,worship and life.
For Juniors. Three hours
semester.

a week,

five weeks. First

Ch.H.3. The Old Catholic Church Age. Expansion of the
church, persecutions by the state, intellectual struggles,
defense by means of organizationand doctrine, the various groups of Church Fathers, Christianlife and worship.
For Juniors. Three hours a week, eight weeks. Second
semester.

Ch.H.4. The Imperial Church Age. Migration of the nations,
Hierarchy, Nicene theology, various doctrinalcontroversies, Church councilsand Monasticism.
For Juniors. Three hours a week, eight weeks. Second
semester.

Ch.H.5. The Gregorian Age. Missionarywork among the
North European peoples, Mohammedanism, the growth of
the Papacy, the Holy Roman Empire with special emphasis on worship, discipline and doctrine.

For

Middlers. Three hours
semester.

a week,

six weeks. First
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Ch.H.6. The Hildebrandian Age.

Conflict of Church and State,
Hildebrandian reforms, Crusades, Monasticism, Inquisition, Scholasticismand Christianlife.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, six weeks. First
semester.

Ch.H.7. The Renaissance Age. Papal decline, Mysticism, several reform movements with their leaders, the general
preparation for the Reformation.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, two weeks. Second
semester.

Ch.H.8. The Reformation Age. An examination of the causes,
characteristics, leaders, progress and fortune of Protestantism in the various countriesof Europe, the doctrinal
controversiesinvolved,the organization and worship of
the Protestant churches.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, twelve weeks. Second
semester.

Ch.H.9. The Counter-Reformation Age. The agencies of the
Catholic Church to resist Protestantism,a revival within
the Church, religious wars, Peace of Westphalia.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, two weeks. Second
semester.

Ch.H.10. The Modern European Age. Denominationalismin
various countries, the Enlightenment, schools of philosophy and theology, with special emphasis on Reformed
doctrine and life.
For Seniors. Two hours a week, twelve weeks. First
semester.

Ch.H.ll. The American Age. The American Church related
to its European influencesand background. Denominationalism studied in its historical and practicalimplications. Special emphasis is given to the Reformed Church
in European background, historicaldevelopment,and
present status in doctrine and life. Present day movements and "isms” are studied. Conservatism and Liberalism are contrasted.
For Seniors. Three hours a week, sixteen weeks. Second
semester.
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SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
Dr. Mulder
S.T.l. Introductionto Theology. Method, Nature and Sources
of Theology; Revelation; Inspiration;Authority; Doctrinal Standards of the Reformed Churches.
For Juniors. Three hours a week. First semester.
S.T.2. Doctrine of God. Nature, Names, Attributes, the Trinity, Decrees, Creation,Providence.
For Juniors. Three hours a week. Second semester.

S.T.3 Doctrine of Man. Origin, Nature and State of Man,
Covenant of Works, the Fall, Nature of Sin, OriginalSin,
Total Depravity, Covenant of Grace.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, eight weeks. First
semester.
S.T.4. Doctrine of the Person and Work of Christ. Virgin
Birth, Natures, Humiliation, Offices, Atonement, Exaltation.

For Middlers. Three hours a week, four weeks.

First

semester.
S.T.5. Doctrine of the Person and Work of Christ. A continuation of the preceding course.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, six weeks. Second
semester.
S.T.6. Doctrine of Salvation. The Holy Spirit, Ordo Salutis,
a study of each of the steps in the order of salvation.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, ten weeks. Second
semester.
S.T.7. Doctrines of the Church, the Sacraments, and the Last
Things. The Church and Israel, the Church and the Kingdom, Church Offices, Church Authority, Relationship of
Church and State; the Sacraments as Means of Grace;
Death and Immortality, the Return of Christ, the Resurrection, the Judgment.
For Seniors. Three hours a week. First semester.
S.T.8. Ethics. Introduction to theologicalethics; principles
and problems in individual and social ethics.
For Seniors. Three hours a week, eight weeks. Second
semester.
S.T.9. Apologetics. Introduction to problems in Christian
Apologetics.
For Seniors. Three hours a week, eight weeks. Second
semester.
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ENGLISH BIBLE
Professor Mennenga

E.B.l. New Testament History. (1) A Study of the life and
times of Jesus and their background.Synchronistic and
harmonistic problems presented in the historical data are
analysed and studied. Emphasis is placed upon mastery
of content and a working knowledge of the English New
Testament for preaching values. (2) Apostolic History,
consideredas the continued activity of the risen and glorified Redeemer, through his authorized spokesmen and the
organized body of his followers.
For Juniors. Three hours a week, first semester, and four
weeks of second semester.
E.B.2. Old Testament History. (1) Universal History — first
ten chapters of Genesis, studied with referenceto the exegetical, scientific,and religious problems involved,with
special emphasis upon the universalcharacter of this section of the Bible. (2) PatriarchalHistory — the great
promise to Abraham and his seed, with New Testament
interpretationthereof, the fortunes of the patriarchs, etc.
(3) Mosaic History — the exodus, contemporaryconditions
in Egypt, the Sinai tic covenant and its relation to the New
Testament, structure and symbolismof the tabernacle, the
sacrifices, experiences en route to the promised land.
(4) History of the Conquest and of the Judges. (5) History of the United Kingdom. (6) History of the Divided
Kingdom. (7) Exilic and Post-exilic History,to the close
of the Old Testament canon.
Constant attention is paid in this course to the most
recent archaeologicaldiscoveries in Bible lands, corroborating the Biblical account.
Emphasis is placed upon the study of the history of redemption progressivelyrevealed, and the contributionof
each book to the development of that theme. A primary
aim is the mastery of the content and a working knowledge of the English Old Testament.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, first semester,and four
weeks of second semester.
E.B.3. Psalms, Wisdom Literature and Prophets This course
covers rapidly all the books of the Old Testament not
studied in Course E.B.2. The general character and distinctive message of each book is taken up, with a minimum of attention to detailedexegesis or to the critical
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problems involved. Careful attention is paid to historical
questionsthat have a direct bearing upon the contents of
the various books; also to the use made of the said books
in the New Testament.
For Seniors. Three hours a week. First Semester only.

MISSIONS
Professor Mennenga

M.l. History of Missions. This course presents the rise, progress, and achievementsof Protestant missionary effort,
studying the history and influence of the great missionary
societies,lives of eminent missionaries, the rise of churches in mission lands, and present conditions. Reference
reading.

For Juniors. Three hours a week, ten weeks of Second
Semester.

M.2. Theory and Practice of Missions. A study of the basic
missionary principlesand methods as founded in God's
redemptive presence and purpose in the Bible and in history. An analyticalevaluation of the fundamentalconcepts affecting the missionary program as revealedin the
adopted measures by the great conferences from 1854
through the Madras conference of 1938.
For Middlers. Three hours a week, ten weeks of Second
Semester.

M.3. History of Religions. A

brief introductorystudy of the
nature of religion, its origin and development. The evolutionist and Biblical views compared and contrasted. A
general study of the origin and development, the theological and social implicationsof Hinduism, Buddhism,
Shintoism, Confucianism, Taoism, and Mohammedanism.
For Seniors. Second Semester, two hours a week.

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY
Dr. Blocker
P.T.l. Homiletics. Studies in the art of preaching,its history:
investigation of the work of great preachers,and study of
great sermons. Exposition of types of sermons and of the
principles of sermon construction.Preparation of sermon
outlines, and of sermons of the topical, textual, and narrative types. Delivery of sermons before members of the
class.

For Juniors. First Semester. Three hours per week.
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P.T.2. Sermon Delivery. Lectures on the art of natural public
speech, the relation between speaking and style, and the
relation between speaking and matter. Attention is given
to the four departments of speech training: Articulation,
Tone of Voice, Posture, Gesture.
For Juniors. Second Semester.Three hours a week for
five weeks.
P.T.3. Liturgies. Studies in Christian public worship, its history, developmentand forms, with special consideration
of the Liturgy of the Reformed Church in America. Attention is given to religious services and the worship of sacred
song.

For Juniors. Second Semester. Three hours a week
five

for

weeks.

P.T.4. Pastoral Theology.A study of the pastoral office, the
life of the pastor, pastoral duties, and the cure of souls.
For Juniors. Second Semester. Three hours a week for
five weeks.
P.T.5. Expository Preaching.Lectures in the theory of this
form of sermon construction.A course in the exegetical
and expository material, covering selected chapters of
Scripture. Practice in the constructionof expository sermon outlines and sermons.
For Middlers. First Semester.Three hours a week for
the first half of the Semester.
P.T.6. Religious Education. A study of the history of Religious
Education from the time of the ancient Hebrews, including Apostolic and Post-Apostolic times, through the
Protestant movement down to modern times.
For Middlers. First Semester.Three hours a week for
the second half of the semester.
P.T.7. Religious Pedagogy. A course in the principles of religious education,including the Psychology of Childhood.
For Middlers. Second Semester. Three hours a week for
the first half of the semester.
P.T.8. Institutionsof Religious Education.A study of the
teaching agencies of the Church, including the Bible
School, Catecheticalclasses, Week-day religious instruction, Daily Vacation Bible Schools, men’s and women’s
organizations,Young People’s Societies, Boys’ and Girls’
Scouts, etc. The aim is to present an integrated program of Christian Educationfor the local church and

community.
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For Middlers. Second Semester. Three hours a week

for

the second half of the semester.

P.T.9. Doctrinal Preaching. Exposition of the doctrinal sermon
in its nature and content. Analyses of representativedoctrinal sermons. Preparationof outlines on Christian
doctrines.Construction and delivery of doctrinal sermons.
Special attentionis given to the doctrinesof the Heidelberg Catechism.
For Seniors. First Semester. Two hours a week for the
first half of the semester.
P.T.10. Evangelism. A study of the various methods to propagate the Christian faith, promote church extension,and
increase the spiritual efficiency of the local church. The
relationof Hymn worship to the spirit of evangelism is
stressed.

For Seniors. First Semester. Two hours a week for

sec-

ond half of the semester.
P.T.ll. Sociology. A study in urban and rural sociology,
designed to fit the student to cope with sociological problems in the local parish. The relation of sociological
problems in a given community to world conditions is
stressed.

For Seniors. Second Semester.Three hours a week

for

the first half of the semester.

Church Administration. This course embraces Church Government, the Constitution of the
Reformed Church in America, and modern principlesof

P.T.12. Practical

church operation.
For Seniors. Second Semester. Three hours a week for
the second half of the semester.
P.T.13. Student Preaching for Second and Third Year Students
before the members of the Faculty and the student body.

